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was personally or by reason of his party entanglements and
associations so offensive as to alienate any of these Sena-
torial judges, I would not press him. But no man was fit
to be a Senator or a member of the court, whose judgment
would be biased by his personal or party dislike of counsel.
I cautioned them to remember, however, that the friends
and supporters of the President were almost all Demo-
crats, and the ground-swell of public opinion would have
its influence on the Senators.

There was a general opinion that the third man should
be a Democrat, and Thurman of Ohio was named. Seward
favored him, and McCulloch also. Stanbery complimented
him but did not explicitly commit himself for him. Brown-
ing inclined to Black, if not so objectionable as to injure
the cause before the Senate. I stated my opinion of Thur-
man was favorable from what I had heard of him, but he
had no such national reputation as Black.

March 9, Monday. I called on the President this morn-
ing and informed him I had reflected much on the subject
of his counsel, and although there was opposition to Black,
it appeared to me he ought not to give way to it, provided
B. had his confidence. He thanked me and said the re-
tention of Black was not an open question and he had so
informed Mr. Seward who called last evening and wished
to dissuade him. The President attributed the hostility
of Seward to the fact that Black had been opposed to
Seward in the Alta Vela matter.1 I have understood that
Thurlow Weed was interested in that question, and his
interest in that questionable transaction was in conse-
quence of his intimacy and well-known influence with the
Secretary of State, and I so informed the President. For

1 This was the claim of Patterson and Murginendo for damages on ac-
count of the seizure by the Dominican Republic of Alta Vela, a guano island
off the coast of the island of Hayti. The island was occupied in 1859 or 1860
by United States citizens and taken possession of in the name of the United
States, and the seizure was regarded by some as a casus belli. The claim was
finally dismissed.
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